
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, January 25, 2011 

Grimes City Hall 5:30 P.M. 
 
The regular meeting of the Grimes City Council was called to order by Mayor Thomas M. Armstrong on 
Tuesday, January 25, 2011 at 5:30 P.M. at the Grimes City Hall.   
Roll Call:  Present:  Evans, Patterson, Shatava, Altringer, Tapper 
 
GENERAL AGENDA ITEMS. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Moved by Patterson, Seconded by Tapper; the agenda shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All, Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda  
A. Minutes from the December  14, 2010 B. Finance Report for December 2010 C. Renewal of Grimes 
Master Agreement with Fox Engineering Associates, Inc. D. Brick’s Café Inc. Renewal of Alcohol 
License  Class C Beer Permit  E. Pay Request #14 to Reilly Construction for the IA 44 Improvement 
Project - $126,232.57 F. Change Order #5 for the IA44 Project Increasing Contract to Reilly Construction  
$993.58 G. Task Order #52 for Grimes Well Field Lightning Protection Study H.Task Order #53 for Hwy 
141 & SE 37th Street Traffic Signal Operations  I. Bike to Work Month Sponsorship J.Award Bid for 
GCC PA & Sound System to Commercial Audio & Video, LLC in the amount of $7,101.70 K.Award Bid 
for GCC New Locks/Levers at GCC to Strauss Security Solution in the amount of $5,312.24 L.Proposal 
for the Grimes Historic District Assessment in the amount of $11,070 M. Resolution 01-0111 Des Moines 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Sixth Amended and Substituted 28 E Agreement N.Gortz Haus 
renewal of Class B Native Wine Permit 2/02/2011 O. Approve of Monthly Compensation Increase to 
PeopleService Inc. for Operations and Maintenance Agreement  from $44,452 to $44,941P.Pay Request 
#15 to Reilly Construction for the IA44 Improvements in the amount of $54,434.75 Q. Change Order #4 
for Covers Construction for the Water Wastewater Storage Building increasing contract $2,985 R.Final 
Pay Request #4 to Covers Construction LLC for the Water Wastewater Storage Building in the amount of 
$56,350 S.Casey’s’ Premise Update for Alcohol License  T. Appointment to Metro Waste Authority 
Board: Primary Mayor Tom Armstrong, Alternate Ron Long U.  Board of Adjustment:  
Reappointments -  Jeremy Mason, James Schaeffer - 5 yr Term V.  Claims – January 12, 2011 in the 
amount of $365,516.63 and January 25, 2011 in the amount of $336,387.76  
Moved by Tapper, Seconded by Patterson; the consent agenda shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All, Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
Fire Chief Report 
Fire Chief Krohse advised that in 2009 the fire department had 519 calls and in 2010 they had 556.  Chief 
Krohse provided the Council with the outcome of the questionnaire that was supplied to all the 
elementary students regarding smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in homes. 
 
PeopleService Report 
Mark Devine of PeopleService and Grimes Water and Wastewater was present.  Devine stated that there 
had been several water main breaks over the last few weeks due largely to the change in temperatures and 
amount of moisture in the ground from all the spring rains.  He advised that they had also fixed a sewer 
back up in the Glenstone area.  He advised that the new storage building was now finished and they were 
very happy with the work. 
 

Metro Waste Authority Quarterly Report – Ron Long   
Metro Waste Authority Board Member Ron Long provided a quarterly report to the Council.  Long 
advised that Grimes is still number one in the amount of residents in the metro area who participate in the 



Curb It Program but are next to last in the amount they recycle per household.  He stated that 77% of what 
is recycled is newspapers and cardboard and the remaining 23% is plastics, metals and other items that are 
not recyclable.  Long stated that the revenue from the program is going towards paying off the cost of the 
green totes.  He advised that the revenues from recycling have gone up which should aide in getting the 
carts paid for sooner so money can start coming back to the communities.  Long advised that there will be 
a 3% increase in rates which will be about a one dollar per ton addition in tipping fees?  Long reviewed 
the recycling programs that are in place along with programs that are done in the schools.   
 
Patrol Report 
Senior Deputy Ballenger and Deputy Peterman from the Polk County Sheriff’s Department were present.  
Deputy Ballenger advised that Deputy Peterman was the new liaison officer for Grimes.  Deputy 
Ballenger stated that a small spill had taken place by a grain hauler in the Little Beaver area.  He advised 
that he had called the DNR to report the incident.   Deputy Ballenger also advised that a Grimes 
Volunteer Support Service is in place which was started by Jay Brewer.  This service would provide 
assistance to the elderly or people with disabilities for transportation needs.  Council Member Altringer 
asked if there were any further discussions on getting a School Resource Officer.  Deputy Ballenger that 
there is still interest in getting a resource officer but it is a funding issue at this time. 
 
PUBLIC AGENDA ITEMS AND COUNCIL ACTION   
 
A. Presentation by Superintendent of DC-G School Gary Sinclair on DCG 8/9 Building 
Superintendent of DC-G Gary Sinclair was present to give an update on the new DCG 8/9 Building.  
Superintendent Sinclair provided drawings of the new building. Council Member Evans voiced concerns 
over only one access from the site onto Hwy 44.  Superintendent Sinclair stated that this issue had been 
addressed with the Iowa Department of Transportation and that making another access from the site 
would not increase the availability of getting vehicles out from the site more quickly. 
 
B. Request from DC-G Schools for Delay in Implementation for 8/9 Building Infrastructure 
Improvements.  
The Council reviewed the request from DC-G Schools for a delay in implementation of the following 
three improvements: 
1.  The sanitary sewer access to the parcel is currently located on the northeast section of the property.  
The district proposed extending access to the property to the west at such time it is need for development 
west of this property. 
2.  The twelve-inch water main access to the parcel is currently located on the southeast section of the 
property.  The district proposes extending access to the property to the west at such time it is needed for 
development west of this property. 
3.  Although the current auditorium attached to the high school is equipped with a fire sprinkler system, 
other parts of the high school are not.  The school proposes that a fire sprinkler system be added.  The 
district’s current ten-year facility plans includes renovations and additions to the high school. 
Council Member Patterson agreed with the approval of delay in implementation of the first two  items 
listed above but would like to see item #3 be done in phases as suggested by Fire Chief Krohse and done 
hopefully in a quicker time frame than ten years.  Council Member Patterson stated that he was 
comfortable with the delays as long as there is a plan in place.  Mayor Armstrong asked that these items 
be listed on the site plan and that a letter from the school board to the City of Grimes with this 
understanding be sent. 
Moved by Evans, Seconded by Patterson; that the request from DC-G Schools for the delay in the 
implementation of the above stated items for 8/9 building infrastructure be approved subject to the letter 
of December 28, 2010 from Superintendent Gary Sinclair of DC-G Schools:  shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All, Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 



 
Superintendent Sinclair advised that that school is still interested in a School Resource Officer but have 
not found all the funding.  He advised that it is a high priority.   
 
C.  Grimes Park and Recreation Discussion on Sports Park 
City Engineer John Gade provided a copy of the base option to the sports park along with additional 
options.  Gade advised that the base option would be a cost of $530,000 and could be open the fall of 
2013.  This option would have a hand irrigation system.  The second bid option which contains additional 
options would be around $850,000.  The second bid option would contain an irrigation system, lime 
infields, rock parking, subdrain, and a sanitary sewer line at a cost of around $850,000 and be open the 
fall of 2012.  Council Member Evans advised that they would like to see a playground added to this plan 
and she did want to keep all sports in mind when doing this park.   
The Council directed Gade to move forward with option 2. 
 
I. Public Forum   
No one was present to address the Council. 
 
COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS  
1. Mayor’s Report   
Mayor Armstrong welcomed the scout who was present working on his citizenship award.  Mayor 
Armstrong made the following appointments: Park & Recreation Board:  Reappointments - Bill 
Rude, Charmin Sterbenz – 3 year term Planning & Zoning Commission:  Reappointment of Bill 
Bohan – 5 year term.  
 
2. City Attorney’s Report  
City Attorney Henderson had nothing new to report.  Council Member Shatava asked some questions 
regarding the new gun laws.  City Attorney Henderson will provide some information to the Council on 
this issue. 
 
3. City Engineer’s Report 
City Engineer Gade advised that the Signal at IA44 and James Street is functional.  He stated that that 
traffic signal at Hwy 141 and S. 11th is being worked on.  Gade informed the Council that Baker Electric 
is waiting on a street lighting cabinet for the street lights along IA44 in order to make them operational. 
 
4. City Staff Report 
City Staff had nothing new to report. 
 
5. Old Business 
 
6. New Business   
 
Moved by Altringer, Seconded by Shatava; there being no further business, this meeting shall be 
adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________                                      _________________________ 
Rochelle Williams, City Clerk                                           Thomas M. Armstrong, Mayor  


