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                                                 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
                                                   Tuesday, October 22, 2013   
                                                  Grimes City Hall 5:30 P.M. 
 
 
The regular meeting of the Grimes City Council was called to order by Mayor Armstrong on Tuesday, 
October 22, 2013 at 5:30 P.M. at the Grimes City Hall.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Scout Troops 
171,111, and 13. 
Roll Call: Present:  Altringer, Patterson, Evans, Shatava  Absent:  Tapper 
 
GENERAL AGENDA ITEMS. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mayor Armstrong advised that RDG was unable to attend the meeting tonight so asked that they be 
removed from the agenda. 
Moved by Evans, Seconded by Patterson; the agenda with the change; shall be approved.   
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda 
A.  Grimes Lots LLC – City’s share of costs for paving NW Brookside Drive - $44,210.27 B.  AECOM 
Technical Services for the Northwest Transportation Corridor Feasibility Study –$12,776.80 C.  Jacobson 
Supply – blades for new snow plow - $4,140 D.  Municipal Supply Inc. – new housing, irrigation meters, 
radio read mxu’s for new and old housing upgrades - $30,830.50 E.  Melvin Marsh for Lime Lagoon Bi-
Annual Cleaning $44,900 F.  J&T Abatement for Cleaning Reed Beds - $30,000 G.  Request for write off 
of sewer charges at 2404 NE 12th Street - $99.65  H.  Claims date October 22, 2013 - $270,952.78 
Moved by Shatava, Seconded by Patterson; the consent agenda shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Fire Chief Report 
Chief Krohse advised that the month of September they had 79 calls and year-to-date totals of 600.  
Council Member Altringer asked if a Deputy Fire Chief had been hired in Johnston and Chief advised that 
one had been hired who was an internal candidate. 
 
PeopleService Report 
Steve Robinette of PeopleService and Grimes Water and Wastewater was present to update the Council.   
He advised that a new development under construction had an open sanitary sewer and that a recent rain  
had been flowing into it.  He advised that this has been fixed and has had no negative effects.  Robinette 
stated that they were close to having the entire utility route being read with a radio read.  He advised that 
the next step is to get a unit that they have purchased installed in their truck that will actually take the 
reads as they drive down the street. He stated that this will cut the time for reading meters down from 3 to 
4 days to 4 or 5 hours.   Robinette advised that he, along with City Administrator Brown, and a 
representative from Fox Engineering had toured the two Ankeny ASR facilities.  He advised that this 
gave them more insight into Ankeny’s operations and would provide valuable information for the City of 
Grimes’ project.  He advised that Lane Christensen is beginning to drill the second well and anticipate 
that a test well will be completed in 2 ½ to 3 months.  Robinette stated that well levels have been 
consistent and that may be attributed to less demand.   Mayor Armstrong stated that they had been invited 
to attend the Central Iowa Drinking Water Commission meeting.  He stated that a PeopleService 
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employee was attending that meeting tonight.   He advised that Grimes is one of the few communities in 
the central Iowa area that are not part of that commission. 
 
PUBLIC AGENDA ITEMS   Council may consider and potentially act on the following  
 
A.  Second Reading of Ordinance 620 An Ordinance Amending the Grimes Code of Ordinance 
Chapter 106 Collection of Solid Waste Services 
Moved by Patterson, Seconded by Altringer;  the Second Reading of Ordinance 620 an Ordinance 
amending the Grimes Code of Ordinance Chapter 106 Collection of Solid Waste Services shall be 
approved. 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None. 
Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
B. Second Reading of Ordinance 621 An Ordinance Amending the Grimes Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 108 Recycling 
Moved by Patterson, Seconded by Altringer; the Second Reading of Ordinance 621 an Ordinance 
amending the Grimes Code of Ordinances Chapter 108 Recycling shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
C.  Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance 622 An Ordinance Amending the Grimes Code 
of Ordinance to Amend chapter 15.04 Compensation for Mayor and Chapter 17.06 Compensation 
for City Council Members. 
Mayor Armstrong opened the Public Hearing at 6:22 pm.  Mayor Armstrong advised that Council 
Member Tapper is unable to attend the meeting tonight but has asked to join the meeting teleconference at 
this time.  Council Member Tapper joins the meeting by telecommunication. There being no written or 
oral communication, the Hearing was closed at 6:23 pm.       . 
City Administrator Brown provided the background behind Council Member Tapper’s request to make 
these amendments to the Code of Ordinances. Brown stated that Tapper understands all the hours that it 
takes to be a Mayor and Council Member and that most of what they do is done as a volunteer to the City.  
Tapper went on to say he felt it was time for the stipend to be increased.  Brown added that the stipend 
had not been increased since 2005.  Brown went on to state that Tapper felt that this would be his last 
“thank you” to those he served with to have their compensation increased.   Council Member Tapper 
added that the amount of hours that the Mayor and Council have committed is to be commended and 
especially the Mayor. He felt that it was time to increase the compensation which would aid in further 
elections to encourage good quality candidates to run and serve for office.  Mayor Armstrong added that 
the compensation would go from $500 to $600 per month or $7,200 per year for the Mayor and $250 to 
$350 or $4,200 per year for the Council Members. 
Moved by Tapper, Seconded by Patterson; the First Reading of Ordinance 622 an Ordinance Amending 
the Grimes Code of Ordinances to Amend Chapter 15.04 Compensation for Mayor and Chapter 17.06 
Compensation for City Council Members shall be approved. 
Council Member Evans asked if any research had been done on what other communities compensate their 
Mayor and Council.  City Administrator Brown advised that it was all over the board, some higher and 
some lower and this is right in the middle.  Council Member Patterson advised that on average he spends 
about 15 hours a week on Council activities and with the new stipend that comes out to $5.83 per hour.  
He added that he loves serving and thanked Council Member Tapper for bringing this forward.  Mayor 
Armstrong stated that he does not do this for pay but as he enjoys serving the citizens.  He added that he 
attends many regional and local meetings on behalf of the City and does not charge the City mileage.   
Mayor Armstrong stated he is fine either way.   Council Member Altringer added that she sees this as a 
hobby and just enjoys it.  She added she knows that they all enjoy being involved in a growing vibrant 
community.   Council Member Evans advised that she didn’t know if the increase was necessary as she 
doesn’t do it for the money.  She stated if it would entice others to serve, that would be good.   
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Roll Call:  Ayes: Tapper, Patterson, Evans, Shatava.  Nays: None.  Altringer: Abstained.  
Motion passes: 4- 0-1 
Mayor Armstrong wanted to make clear that since it is an election year no action can take place on this 
issue in November or December so if they wanted it to take effect on January 1, 2014, further action 
would have to be taken now.  Mayor Armstrong referred to City Attorney Henderson that the 2nd and 3rd 
reading could be waived and that 4 positive votes were enough to pass the motion.  City Attorney 
Henderson advised this was correct. 
Moved by Tapper to waive the Second and Third Readings of Ordinance 622.  Council Member Evans 
asked what would happen if it is not passed tonight.  Mayor Armstrong advised that this would mean that 
no further action could be taken in November or December and that further action would be delayed until 
the January meetings. If passed in January, this would delay the implemtation of the increase until the 
next election; or 4 years from now for the Mayor and 2 years for the Council.  She added that she felt the 
timing was not good.  Council Member Patterson added that he agreed that he did not like doing it all in 
one meeting.  Mayor Armstrong added that it would just be delaying it which was not a problem.  Mayor 
Armstrong advised that a motion was on the table and asked if there was a second. 
Seconded by Shatava.  
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Tapper, Shatava, Patterson, Evans.  Nays: None. Abstained: Altringer.  Motion passes      
4-0-1 
Moved by Shatava to move Final Passage of Ordinance 622.  Council Member Shatava added that he 
knows this is a struggle but that they all deserve it and earn it as they serve the City.  He stated that a lot 
of people never step forward and you who serve always step forward.  Seconded by Tapper who added 
that this a pittance compared to the amount of work that is done. 
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Shatava, Tapper, Patterson, Evans.  Nays:  None. Abstained: Altringer. Motion passes:   
4-0-1 
Mayor Armstrong asks that the record show that Council Member Tapper has asked to leave the meeting 
via teleconference at 6:00 pm. 
 
D.  Consideration and Action on Proposed Resolution 10-0113 Approving Severance Request from 
Grimes of Property Owned by Accurate Land Company and Locally Known at 4500 SW County 
Line Road, Pursuant to the Grimes/Urbandale Annexation Agreement. 
Mayor Armstrong provided a map that showed the area that was asking for a severance. He added that 
this area of ground is on the southern city limits.  He added that the current agreement provides that 
anyone within this area to the south who wishes to de-annexed from Grimes and annex into Urbandale in 
this area must do so by a legal agreement.  He then advised we are obligated to accept the severance 
agreement and Urbandale will annex them.   Council Member Evans asked what their benefit would be to 
annex to Urbandale.  Mayor Armstrong advised that it is probably because they would readily be able to 
provide them water and sewer. 
Moved by Evans, Seconded by Patterson;  Resolution 10-0113 approving severance request from Grimes 
of property owned by accurate land company and locally known as 4500 SW County Line Road, pursuant 
to the Grimes/Urbandale Annexation agreement shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Evan, Patterson, Altringer, Shatava.  Motion passes: 4-0. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Rachel Davis of 309 NW 23rd Court addressed the Council regarding her concerns about a lack of a 
sidewalk on North James Street.  Davis thanked the Council for giving her a chance to come and speak on 
this issue.   She went on to state that she had concerns for safety for adults and children along this area.  
Davis advised that this area is used by many children who walk back and forth to school.  City Engineer 
Gade stated that a culvert on North James Street needs to be replaced and expanded and the cost estimates 
were between $600K- $750K.   Davis added that as development continues on the north side of the city 
this need will only become greater.  She asked that the City and school please work together to find an 
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answer to this issue.  The Council discussed several other options for creek crossings.  City Engineer 
Gade advised that there were several things that would need to be addressed before this issue can be 
solved.  Council Member Evans asked if children in this area could take the bus for safety reason until 
this issue is able to be resolved.  Davis advised that busing was available but didn’t feel that children 
should be forced to ride the bus.  Council Member Evans stated that she understood her concerns but that 
a safe option is offered by the school with busing for children until this can be resolved.  City 
Administrator Brown advised that she has had discussions with the Superintendent of schools on this 
issue.  She stated that the city and the school will work together on an outside of the box solutions to this 
issue and bring them back to the Council and keep Davis informed.   
 
COUNCIL ACTIONS 
There were no Council Actions 
 
COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS  
 
1. RDG Presentation – City Hall/Old City Hall Remodeling Plan (removed from agenda) 
 
2. Mayor’s Report   
Mayor Armstrong stated that the paving is complete on the east side of Main Street and that he saw that 
the new street lights were on last night and they look really nice. 
 
3. City Attorney’s Report  
No report 
 
4. City Engineer’s Report  
No report 
 
5. City Staff Report 
No report 
 
6. Old Business 
 
7. New Business 
 
ADOURNMENT 
Moved by Altringer, Seconded by Shatava; there being no further business, the meeting shall be 
adjourned at 6:25 pm. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________                                      _____________________________ 
  Rochelle Williams, City Clerk                                               Thomas M. Armstrong, Mayor 




