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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
                                                   Tuesday, February 14, 2012 
                                                  Grimes City Hall 5:30 P.M. 
 
The regular meeting of the Grimes City Council was called to order by Mayor Thomas 
Armstrong on Tuesday February 14, 2012 at 5:30 P.M. at the Grimes City Hall.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Roll Call: Patterson, Shatava, Altringer, And Evans Absent:  Tapper 
 
GENERAL AGENDA ITEMS. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Moved by Altringer, Seconded by Patterson; the agenda shall be approved with the moving of 
Consent Agenda item J. to Council Actions 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda  
A. Minutes from the January 24, 2012 B. Progress Payment #4 from Elder Corp for Grimes 
Recreation Park - $17,054.40 C. Alcohol License Renewal – Dollar General Store Class C Beer 
Permit (BC) with Sunday Sales D. Alcohol License Renewal – New Morning Special Class C 
(Beer and Wine) Alcohol License New E. Quik Trip Class  Liquor with Sunday Sales F. 
Cigarette and Tobacco License – Quik Trip G. Brick’s Café Alcohol License Refund Application 
H. Pay Request #2 to Keller Excavating Inc. for the Grimes Outfall Trunk Sewer and Drainage 
Channel Maintenance - $115,022.20 I. Christmas Decorations from Temple Display, Ltd – 
23,251.68 K. City of Grimes to be a 2012 Bike Month Sponsor - $500 L. Claims –  dated 
2/14/2012 in the amount of $420,391.22 
Moved by Patterson Seconded by Altringer; the consent agenda shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Fire Chief Report 
Chief Krohse had nothing new to report. 
 
Patrol Report 
Polk County Deputy Ballinger was present to give a report for the month of January.  He advised 
they had received 589 calls for service. 
 
PUBLIC AGENDA ITEMS  
 
A. Public Hearing for the Grimes Community Complex Generator. 
Mayor Armstrong opened the Public Hearing at 5:40 pm.  Public Works Director Joe McAreavy 
advised that 5 bids were received on the project with a high bid of $71,875 to the low bid of 
$46,500 by All Pro Electric of Warrensburg, Missouri.   There being no oral or written 
communication Mayor Armstrong closed the Public Hearing at 5:41 pm. 
 
B. Approval of Plans Specifications and Award of Contract Award contract to All Pro 
Electrical for the Grimes Community Complex Generator - $46,500 
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Public Works Director McAreavy advised that the engineering firm of KJWW Engineering 
Consultants who are overseeing the project had reviewed the bid from All Pro Electric and found 
no inconsistencies.  McAreavy advised that All Pro Electric had just done a lighting project for 
the City at the tennis courts. 
Moved by Evans, Seconded by Shatava; the contract to All Pro Electrical for the Grimes 
Community Complex Generator at a cost of $46,500 shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
B. Ordinance 595 Second Reading of the Autumn Park Rezone, rezoning acres from R-2 
60, R-2 70, R-3 consisting of 97.8 acres to R-4 (Planned Residential Development District) 
and 14.8 acres shall remain C-2 (General and Highway Service Commercial District) but 
may have a R-3 Residential uses and noted in the Development Agreement. 
City Engineer Gade reviewed several items as a part of this rezone request.   
Moved by Shatava, Seconded by Patterson; The Second Reading for  Ordinance 595;  Autumn 
park Rezone, rezoning acres from R-2 60, R-2 70, R-3 consisting of  97.8 acres to R-4 (Planned 
Residential Development District) and 14.8 acres shall remain C-2 (General and Highway 
Service Commercial District) with the following change in language:  removed from the heading 
of the ordinance “but may have a R-3 Residential uses and noted in the Development Agreement, 
add to Section 1 “as noted in the  preliminary development agreement and “said tract of land 
contains 97.8 acres more or less” shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Moved by Patterson, Seconded by Altringer; the Third Reading of Ordinance 595 shall be 
waived. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Moved by Patterson, Seconded by Altringer that Ordinance 595 shall be adopted. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 

Public Forum 
Anthony Herman of 1600 West Broadway, Polk City, Iowa addressed the Council.  Herman 
provided handouts to the Council on local option sales tax.  The Council advised that they had 
looked into local option sales tax in the past.  Council thanked Herman for his input and taking 
the time to attend the Council meeting. 
 
COUNCIL ACTIONS                                                                                                      
A. Hearing for the Appeal for Potentially Dangerous Dog Designation– Alan and Barbara 
Morton 
The Council had received an appeal for a potentially dangerous dog designation for a German 
Shepherd dog owned by Alan and Barbara Morton, 301 NW 14th Street.  Bob Gainer of Cutler 
Law Firm in West Des Moines Iowa was present representing the Morton’s.   City Attorney Erik 
Fisk was present representing the City of Grimes.  Fisk advised the Council that the Morton’s 
had their German Shepherd defined as Potentially Dangerous Animal after it was off leash and 
chased two individuals near their home address of 301 NW 14th Street. City Attorney Fisk read 
Chapter 57 section 57.05 (1) and 57.02 (3) pertaining to potentially dangerous dog designation. 
City Public Works Director McAreavy provided information to the Council on the events that led 
up to the action.  Christine Esser of 405 NW 14th Street addressed the Council with concerns 
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regarding the Morton’s dog.  She advised that she was speaking on behalf of parents and children 
in this neighborhood and asked that the Council uphold the potentially dangerous dog 
designation. Mindy Morris of 408 NW 14th Street addressed the Council and she advised that she 
agreed with the statement by Esser and added that she was worried for the children in the area. 
Polk County Deputy Ballinger provided information on past and present issues with the dog 
owned by Mortons which he advised has gone on the past two years.  Todd McGuire of 305 NW 
14th Street addressed the Council and read a statement they prepared which supported the City in 
the declaration of potentially dangerous dog and also provided a written statement from Larry 
Larsen who lives at 213 NW 14th Street who also supported the City’s decision.  Attorney Fisk 
also made part of the file police reports regarding the dog along with letters form Weylin 
Morton, Alan and Barb Morton, Courtney Robinson and Traci Thompson.  Bob Gainer 
representing the Morton’s addressed the Council.   He stated that the Morton’s had acquired this 
dog for companionship.  Gainer advised that the Morton’s had hired Brett Miner of Mitchellville 
as a trainer for this dog.  Miner was present and addressed the Council and advised that in his 
opinion this dog was it was not potentially dangerous.  Barb Morton of 301 NW 14th Street was 
questioned by Gainer.  Morton stated that she felt that children had harassed her when she was 
out walking the dog.  Gainer stated that he felt that the Morton’s were not popular in the 
neighborhood but that was not a reason to take the dog away.  Council Member Altringer 
clarified that this dog would not be taken from the Morton’s they would follow the parameters of 
the ordinance.  McAreavy clarified the ordinance for the Council.   He stated that anytime the 
dog is outside the dog must be on a leash or in a secure kennel.  McAreavy stated that this does 
not require them to build a kennel unless they choose to have the dog outside unsupervised. He 
went on to say they would be required to have the dog on a leash not longer than 6 foot any time 
the dog was outside the house and be with someone 18 years old or older at all times.  If they 
chose to let it out in the backyard they must follow the fencing ordinance for a potentially 
dangerous dog designation.  McAreavy also stated that the dog must be vaccinated and licensed 
with the City as potentially dangerous and prove that it is micro chipped.  Also current pictures 
of the dog for identification in the even it was loose and $100,000 liability insurance for the 
keeping of this animal.  He advised that if there are no issues after 12 months the owners could 
petition the Council to have the declaration removed.  Mayor Armstrong clarified that the dog 
has already been declared potentially dangerous and this appeal is being held to determine if that 
determination of potential dangerous dog is upheld.  McAreavy stated that the code is very clear 
that if this dog is caught off the leash the first time is an infraction and the second time the dog 
could be destroyed. 
 
B. Action on the Appeal for Potentially Dangerous Dog Designation.  
Moved by Shatava, Seconded by Patterson; the potentially dangerous dog designation shall be 
upheld.  Patterson stated they he did not feel that he had heard anything that would change his 
mind.  City Administrator Brown stated that Council Member Tapper was unable to attend the 
meeting tonight but had numerous discussions on this and when it came down to a dog versus a 
child he will pick the child every time.  She advised that Tapper supports to uphold the 
potentially dangerous dog designation.  Council Member Evans thanked all the input on this 
animal and hoped that moving forward there would not be any further incidents.  Council 
Member Altringer also thanked everyone and she felt the Council had to error on the side of 
caution. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
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Mayor Armstrong added that the Morton’s had met all requirements except they need to 
microchip the animal and be sure that the animal is always on a leash when outside or in a 
enclosure that meets code.  He did want to advise that if there were no further incidents with this 
dog over the next 12 months they could petition the City to have the designation removed. 
 
 (moved from consent agenda) 
J.  Approval to Relocate the Grimes Lions Club to the Grime Community Complex. 
Council Member Altringer had asked to have this moved from the consent agenda.  She asked if 
there was a time frame for the relocation.  City Administrator Brown advised that both parties 
understood that it was for as long as it worked for the City.     Steve Reneker of the Lions Clubs 
addressed the Council.  He stated that it was understood that this facility would be available until 
more space was needed and it was at the City’s discretion. 
Moved by Patterson, Seconded by Altringer; the relocation of the Grimes Lions Club to the 
Grimes Community Complex shall be approved.        
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
     
COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS  
 
1.  Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Armstrong made the following appointments:  Planning and Zoning – Mike Chambers, 
Board of Adjustments – John Klaessy, and Library Board – Linda Threldeld 
Moved by Evans, Seconded by Patterson; the appointments to the Planning and Zoning Board, 
Board of Adjustments and Library Board; shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
2. City Attorney’s Report  
There was no report. 
3. City Engineer’s Report 
There was no report. 
4. City Staff Report 
There was no report. 
 
5. Old Business 
 
6. New Business 
Council Member Altringer stated that at some time she would like to talk about property tax 
bills.  City Administrator Brown stated that she did have numbers that she would share that 
shows that this is a shift of taxes from commercial to residential and as it currently is written 
would cause taxes to go up. 
Adjournment 
Moved by Altringer, Seconded by Shatava; there being no further business, this meeting shall be 
adjourned at 7:19 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________                                      _________________________ 
Rochelle Williams, City Clerk                                           Thomas M. Armstrong, Mayor  




