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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Grimes City Hall 5:30 P.M. 
 
The regular meeting of the Grimes City Council was called to order by Mayor Armstrong on Tuesday, July 12, 
2016 at 5:30 P.M. at the Grimes City Hall.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Armstrong 
Roll Call: Present:  Altringer, Hamp, Johansen, Bickford  Absent:  Blackford 
 
GENERAL AGENDA ITEMS. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Mayor Armstrong asked for the approval of the agenda  
Moved by Bickford, Seconded by Hamp; the agenda shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda  
A. Minutes from previous meeting B. Request for Block Party on NE 11/NE Frances Avenue C.AECOM 
$8,453.65 (Grimes NW Transportation Corridor Feasibility Study D. Xenia Rural Water District $3,848.25 
(water usage in June) E. Baldwin Supply Company $2,539.28  (gearbox for clarifier) F. Alcohol License 
Renewal for Krueger BP Class C Beer Permit with Sunday Sales G. Constructed Wetland Group $14,000 (reed 
bed consulting services) H. Change Order 2 to Rice Lake Construction for the Water/Wastewater Improvements  
increasing contract $22,138.68 I. Pay Request #2 to Rice Lake Construction $55,247.63 for the 
Water/Wastewater Improvements J. Change Order #1 to Concrete Technologies for the Heritage at Grimes Plat 
Phase 4 Division I & Division II increasing contract $11,167.95 (additional pavement removals along Hwy 141 
K. Pay Request #3 to Concrete Technologies Inc  for $1,235,625.53 for the Heritage at Grimes Plat 2 Phase 4 
Division I L. Change Order 5 for Jensen Construction Company increasing contract $84,516.39 for the Heritage 
at Grimes Plat 2 Phase 2 Little Beaver Creek Tributary Crossing (additional labor, materials and equipment 
necessary for excavation and erosion stone and granular backfill placement for retaining wall footings to replace 
unsuitable material) M. Pay Request #6 to Covenant Construction Services for $137,431.41 2015 Grimes 
Parkland Improvements Project N. Change Order #5 to Covenant Construction Services increasing contract 
$9,209.65 (modifications to footing design for concession stand due to unstable soils) O. Pay Request #10 to 
Jensen Construction Company - $202,148.97 Heritage at Grimes Plat 2 Phase 2 Little Beaver Creek Tributary 
Crossing P. Utility Refund $2,000 Q. Finance Report for June 2106 R. Claims Report in the amount of 
$2,306,793.51  S. 2016-17 Request for Staff Increases for Park and Recreation T. The Northway Corporation 
$27,928 (ASR Inspection) U. Utility Refunds V. Greater Des Moines Partnership Commitment $3,000 W. 
Zeigler Inc. $3,739.56   (contract)X. Premier Concrete – Development Agreement payment $8,587.90 Y. SE 
11th Street Extension Proposal  $4,850 (Professional Services) Z. Full Time Eligibility List for Fire and Rescue 
Moved by Bickford, Seconded by Altringer; the Consent Agenda shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
Fire Department Report 
Deputy Fire Chief Schipper updated the Council on the department for the month of June.  He advised they 
were very busy with 105 calls which make them 103 calls ahead of last year.  Deputy Schipper stated that with 
the new 28E Agreement with Johnston their reporting would change slightly causing both Cities to have one 
fire designation identification number.  He added that the Lieutenant promotions had been done and one is 
assigned to each shift.  Deputy Schipper also stated that the hiring process is under way with eligibility testing 
being completed.  He stated that presently there are six applicants that have passed the testing process.  Deputy 
Schipper stated that on July 1 there was a motorcycle and car accident that shut down parts of Hwy 141.  He 
was happy to state that those that were injured are doing better.  He added that on July 7th they responded to a 
fully engulfed garage fire and were able to knock it down in 12 minutes.  Council Member Johansen asked what 
the percentage of EMS versus fire was.  Deputy Chief Schipper stated they continue to be 60% EMS and 40% 
fire/accident calls.  Council Member Altringer asked where we were at with hiring a new Fire Chief.  Deputy 
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Chief Schipper stated that three applications have already been received and the posting closes on July 29, 
2016.  He added they are hopeful to have someone in place by mid-September. 
 
Patrol Report 
Polk County Deputy Ballinger was present to update the Council.  He advised for the month of June there were 
472 calls, 172 traffic stops for a total of 644 contacts.  He stated there were no major traffic issues but did have 
several neighbor disputes.  He stated they did respond to several reports of fireworks being set of but had no 
issues of anyone being hurt. 
 
PUBLIC AGENDA 
 
1.Gateway Townhomes Plat 3 Final Plat 
Mayor Armstrong asked if anyone was here from Bishop Engineering representing the plat.  City Engineer 
Mitch Holtz advised there was not and he would provide information on the plat.  Holtz stated that this plan 
contains 39 units and is the final phase of the previously approve Gateway Townhomes.  He added there were 
no changes from the original plan and anticipated hearing back from the developer regarding the proposed street 
names and addressing of the units.  Holtz stated this will be a private street so the City will not be responsible 
for maintenance. 
Moved by Bickford, Seconded by Hamp; the Gateway Townhomes Plat 3 Final Plat shall be approved subject 
to Fox Engineering letter dated June 29, 2016. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
2. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance 657Hwy 141 Mixed Use Development Overlay District 
Revision 
Mayor Armstrong opened the Public Hearing at 5:45 pm.  There being no oral or written communication the 
Hearing was closed at 5:46 pm. 
City Engineer Holtz stated the revision of the Hwy 141 Ordinance which beefs up the landscaping 
requirements, screening and adds architectural requirements to help define what is required for architectural 
elements along Hwy 141.  Council Member Hamp stated that Planning and Zoning Board supported these 
changes to this Ordinance. 
Moved by Johansen, Seconded by Altringer; the First Reading of Ordinance 657 Hwy 141 Mixed Use 
Development Overlay District Revision shall be approved. Council Member Johansen stated he thought this 
was a good step forward in obtaining the look they are going for in the Hwy 141 area and thanked all those who 
worked on this Ordinance. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
3. Follow Up Design Pictures for Hwy 141 Mixed Use Development Overlay and Consideration of 
Contract with RDG Planning and Design for a Visual Display 
Mayor Armstrong stated this was a follow up to the presentation that was provided by RDG Planning and 
Design for architectural elements that the Council desires going forward.  Mayor Armstrong stated that this also 
was to consider a contract with RDG to do a visual listening exercise that would put together a workbook to 
give developers to assist them in what the Council desires going forth for building designs.  Mayor Armstrong 
stated that RDG had put together a contract in the amount of $20,000 plus reimbursable in the amount of $500 
to put together this visual display with feedback from the Council.  Moved by Council Member Altringer to 
accept the contract from RDG Planning and Design.  Council Member Altringer stated that in the past the Hwy 
141 Ordinance along with their input has been difficult for Developers to understand what the Council is 
looking for.  She added this would give developers visual concepts on what the Council was looking for.   
Council Member Bickford stated that he had been frustrated previously that developers had met the Ordinance 
requirements but still were not getting the look the Council wanted and this would add clarity.  Council Member 
Hamp stated he agreed this would aide developers to know what the Council was looking for.  He added that he 
did struggle with the $20,000 cost of this.  Council Member Hamp stated that he thought the Council could do 
this on their own by going around the area and putting together their own book of what they liked 
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architecturally.  Council Member Bickford stated he felt this would be putting together an amateur presentation 
as compared to a professional one.  Mayor Armstrong reminded everyone that a motion had been made by 
Council Member Altringer to approve the contract.   Council Member Bickford seconded the motion. 
Council Member Johansen stated he was torn on the issue.  He felt something was needed but wondered what 
the City Engineer and City Administrator felt would assist the most.  He added that we need to define through 
pictures what we are looking for but wondered if the RDG contract was more than needed.  City Engineer Holtz 
stated that he felt that the new ordinance has brought us a long way in defining what the Council is looking for.  
Council Member Hamp stated that he still struggled with the financial commitment to the contract.   He went on 
to state that he wondered if the scope of work was all necessary and wondered if we could negotiate the 
contract. He added this was RDG’s first proposal to the City on the project.  Council Member Hamp stated he 
was uncomfortable with the fee for the work. 
City Administrator stated that she had a large notebook when they reviewed different architectural requirements 
that they looked at in the metro, the state and across the country.  She asked that the Council give staff 30 days 
to put something together and at that point measure their progress and see if it meets the council’s expectations 
and if not go back to look at RDG.  She added that this contract would still be available.  Council Member 
Altringer asked if we could possible see what RDG has done for another City at that time and compare what the 
staff is able to put together.  City Administrator Brown stated she would try to get that from RDG.  Council 
Member Hamp stated he felt this was a good idea.   The Council discussed further on how all this would work 
back with developers on a vision for what the Council is looking for in design.  Council Member Altringer 
changed her motion to state that staff move forward with talking to RDG about the cost of the Visual Display 
and ask them if possibly some of the meetings may be redundant and see if we can get a better package deal.  
She added that she believes going with a professional may benefit the City long term.  Council Member 
Bickford seconded this motion.  City Administrator Brown clarified that the Council wanted the maximum 
amount not to exceed the standing offer made by RDG and try to negotiate and fine tune it down to allow staff 
to offer input potentially lowering the cost more.  Council Member Hamp asked if this was worth the time and 
City Administrator Brown stated she thought it was.  Council Member Hamp stated that he wanted it to be 
easier for staff in the long run. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 4 to 0. 
 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No one addressed the Council 
 
COUNCIL ACTIONS 
No 
COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS 
 
Mayors Report 
Mayor Armstrong reminded everyone that the second meeting in July would not be held. 
 
City Attorney Report 
No Report 
 
City Engineer Report 
No Report 
 
City Staff Report 
Dave Sigler the Public Works Administrator advised that the new street signs were closer to being delivered. 
 
Old Business 
 
New Business 
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Recess Open Session at 6:15 pm. 
 
Reconvene Open Session at 6:20 pm. 
 
Resolution 07-0116 providing for Closed Session ref 21.5 1 (j) To discuss particular real estate only where premature 
disclosure could be reasonably expected to increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that property. 
Moved by Altringer, Seconded by Johansen; Resolution 07-0116 shall be approved. 
Roll call. Ayes: all. Nays: none. Motion passes 4 to 0. 
 
Council Member Blackford arrives during Closed Session. 
 
Rise from Closed Session  
Moved by Johansen, Seconded by Bickford; the City Council shall rise from Closed Session at 7:35 p. m. 
Roll call. Ayes: all. Nays: none. Motion passes 5 to 0. 
 
Reconvene Open Session 
Moved by Johansen, Seconded by Bickford; to reconvene Open Session. 
 
New Business – cont. 
Moved by Hamp Seconded by Altringer;  to direct City Administrator to moved forward as directed during Closed 
Session 
Roll call. Ayes: all. Nays: none. Motion passes 4 to 0. 
 
Adjourn Moved by Hamp; Seconded by Blackford; there being no further business, the meeting shall be 
adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes:  5 to 0. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________                             ____________________________________ 
Rochelle Williams, City Clerk                                            Tom Armstrong, Mayor 
 
 
 




