
City Hall   986-3036 
Kelley Brown, City Administrator 986-3036 
Kevin Kestel, Public Works Director 986-3036 
Joe McAreavy, Svc Coordination 986-3036 
Jeff Macke, Admin Src—986-3036 
Justin Moore , Utility Billing, 986-3036 
Jill Renaud, Admin Asst. 986-3036 
Grimes Chamber  & Economic  Development 
Brian Buethe, GCED Dir.  986-5770 
City Library 
Karla Pfaff, Librarian     986-3551 
Grimes Fire & Rescue  911 
Jim Krohse, Fire Chief– Station   986-4444 
Police-Polk County Sheriff  911 
Polk County Sheriff Dept.      286-3333 
Water & Waste Water Department 
PeopleService   986-3176 
City Government 
Mayor Thomas Armstrong 986-4327 
Council Michael Grove 986-3194 
Council Jill Altringer  986-4831 
Council Ron Long  986-3117 
Council Craig Patterson 986-5373 
Council Tami Evans  986-9999 
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Addressing 

An Addressing Committee was established to research and make a recommenda-
tion to the Grimes City Council for the future addressing system for the City of 
Grimes. 
Here is the information presented by the Addressing Committee. 
Challenges with the addressing today 
Through growth and annexations the city has acquired three distinct addressing structures 
within the current city limits.  With three different address structures it is difficult for support-
ing entities such as E911, Fire and Rescue and Mid American Energy to quickly and accu-
rately locate certain addresses.   The city has plans to continue growth west into Dallas 
County and has recently annexed over 900 acres which added the third addressing structure.   
If the problem continues to go unresolved, then the complication of locating addresses will 
continue to get worse as time goes on.   
Task given to this committee 
The task given to this committee was to determine the best option to solve the challenges that 
were described in the above “Challenges with the addressing today” section.   The parameters 
given to solve this challenge were to consider one of two options of using the current city of 
Grimes structure or the current Polk County structure.   However, the committee felt that we 
needed to discuss and consider a few other options in order to have a better analysis of the 
problem that needed to be solved. 
Problem 
Today it is very difficult to quickly and easily find an address within the City limits of 
Grimes.   As stated earlier, Grimes has three different addressing methods.  In addition, some 
of the addresses use a Grimes Block address and a County Road/Street making it very diffi-
cult to locate and often results in a duplicate address within Polk County.  With this system 
it is especially difficult for the service sector: E911, Post Office, Fire, Rescue and 
delivery services to accurately locate an address in a timely manner.  
Guiding Principals 
These were the overarching goals/rules that were used to base the recommendation on 
and supporting details that follow. 
Principals   
(In order of importance) 
1. Solution must correct problem described in Background of Problem statement 

above. 
2. Minimize the amount of intrusiveness to residents and businesses.  
3. Follow new recommended structure as much as possible with minimal exceptions. 

Addressing Committee 
Members. 
 
• Residential Members 

Troy Griffin –Grimes 
resident and is a 
volunteer fire fighter. 
Scott Hart,  Grimes 
resident and currently 
runs has a home based 
business 

• Andrea Marlow – Grimes 
resident and currently 
works for Grimes Post 
Office. 

• Mike Martin – Grimes 
resident previous Board 
of Adjustments and 
Council Member for 
Grimes. 

• Dean Nath – Grimes 
Resident for over 50 
years. 

• Dick Odgaard - Grimes 
resident and business 
owner (Gortz Haus 
Gallery) 

• Larry Wolinski –Grimes 
resident and business 
owner (Azcon) 

Polk County Sheriff 
• Lieutenant Scott Locker 

– Polk County Sheriff  
City Staff 
• Members Joe McCreavy 

– City Staff 
representative. 

FOX Engineering  
• Member John Gade – 

City Engineer 
Council Liaison Member
 Jill Altringer – 
Council Member since 
2006 

Options Considered 
Polk County Address Structure Structure that Polk County currently uses.    Cen-
ter starting point is down town Des Moines on the Des Moines River.  Generally num-
bered avenues are east and west roads while numbered streets are north and south.  
Dallas County Address Structure Structure that Dallas County currently uses.  The 
committee never really looked closely at the structure since, it just did not make sense 
to give this much consideration. 
City of Grimes Address Structure Structure currently used by City of Grimes.   
Generally numbered streets are east and west while named streets are north and south.  
Center point is intersection of James Street and 1st street (Hwy 44). 
Current System No Change Leave as is and make no changes.  (Not a feasible option 
considering direction of council, but committee did discuss it in order to understand 
why council was pursuing change.) 
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Pros and Cons for each Option Considered 
 
Polk County Address Structure 
Pros 
• Street names are recognizable (east and west) and (north and south). 
• Adoption may signal allegiance to the metro and partners that are formed with Greater Des Moines. 
• Part of the City is already using this structure, reducing the impact to a portion of residents and business owners. 
• Has the ability to solve the problems identified in the Background of Problem statement. 
Cons 
• Adoption is a drastic change for the majority of residents and businesses. 
• Grimes will lose its city center concept and quadrant identity that is associated with this system.  (In other words, 

every address in the City of Grimes will begin with a “NW” naming convention.) 
• Expensive method to adopt for the City and residents because this change causes the most street name changes and 

associated street signs. 
•  System does not use a square 100 block structure (8 blocks x 14 blocks to a mile) vs. (12 blocks x12 blocks to a 

mile).  
 
Dallas County Address Structure  
• Pros 
• Has the ability to solve the problems identified in the Background and Problem statement. 
Cons 
• Street names and system is not recognizable by most Polk County Residence (majority of Grimes). 
• Adoption is a drastic change for the majority of residents and businesses. 
• Grimes will loose its city center concept and quadrant identity that is associated with this system. 
• This is the most expensive method to adopt for the City and residents because this change causes the most street 

name changes and associated street signs. 
 
City of Grimes Address Structure Has the ability to solve the problems identified in the Background of 
Problem statement. 
• The majority of the City is already using this structure, reducing the impact to the largest portion of residents and 

business owners. 
• Best opportunity to create an identity specific to Grimes.  Allows City to maintain quadrants that are easily 

identifiable. 
• Least intrusive to the City has a whole. 
• Least expensive to implement. 
• System allows the City to continue use of square 100 block structure. 
Cons 
• Adoption is a drastic change for those residents and businesses south of S. 19th street. 
• Grimes will loose it identity in relationship to the Polk County.  (some perceive this is a pro). 
• Business developers may not like this as well because it may be harder to market based on Grimes Addresses vs. 

Polk County Addresses. 
• This will create an inconsistency for the area of Grimes that is located between Urbandale and Johnston. 
                                 (continued on back page) 

Public Hearing May 13, 2008 7:00 p.m. 
Grimes Community Complex Gym 

(Old Middle School) 
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Recommendation 
• City of Grimes Address Structure  
• The committee felt that this structure most effectively aligned with our Principals/Goals. 
• There were more pros than cons with this structure, especially when considering costs. 
• Even though it was not a deciding factor, the committee also felt that this may be the best option 

considering how citizens will react to the change and support Council in their decision to adopt one address 
structure through the entire City. 

•  There is room for the City to adapt to all of the recommendation or parts of the recommendation. 

Details of Changes 
Major Changes - 1070 
addresses that will incur a 
major change with the en-
tire address.   
 
Minor Changes – 2117 
addresses that will incur a 
minor change (Prefix or 
something similar.) 
 
No Change – 625 ad-
dresses will not change.  

Major Street Changes 
• Hwy 141 – consider renaming street for better identity such as “Grimes 

Boulevard”, similar to Urbandale Ave in Urbandale. 
• James Street – Leave street name but with new structure, convert portion 

now named 128th street to James street.  On the south border Grimes portion 
changes to James Street, while Urbandale’s portion remains 128th street. 

• 1st street - aka Hwy 44 and 70th Ave.   Should keep this 1st street as it is the 
starting point for all numbered streets.   Should use west 1st street (west of 
James) and east 1st street (east of James). 

• Ask Dallas County to change 70th Ave to west 1st street on west boarder for 
the portion that was not annexed into the city. 

•  54th Ave- Considered leaving this street as 54th Ave or changing to 
Waterford but reconsidered based on one of the Principals above. (See 
Principals/Goals).  This is the first major street on the southern boarder of 
Grimes and is an important identity marker.   

Border Street Changes – recommend changes to 
Grimes portion of the following shared streets. 
• NW 100th Street 
• NW 107th Street 
• James Street 
• NW 78th Ave 
• NW 82nd Ave 
• NW 54th Ave 
*    142nd Street/ Y Ave – Consider changing to 

County Line Road.  

Local Street changes 
• With the adoption of the new structure for the 

entire City this also gives the City an opportunity 
to fix some problem areas that were not 
specifically addressed by the committee.   

• Example - Timberview Drive – Change to SW 10th 
Street. 

Public Hearing 
May 13, 2008 7:00 p.m. 

Grimes Community Complex 
Gym 

410 South Main 
(Old Middle School) 
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